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If SC BRIEF IMG 


3 Jane 1958 
25X1 


FRANCE- RORTH AFRICA 

I. De Gaulle's success in arresting reluctant parliamentary apprcrmj. 
of full powers for six months and of authority to rewise 
constitution clears way for action on Rorth Africa and reform 
of French political Institutions. 

A. Investiture vote (329-224) was smaller margin than De GauUe 
hoped for and encouraged balky Rational Assembly to put au 
last-ditch obstacles to his bill changing present 
constitution's amending procedure so he can undertake 
constitutional revision without Assembly approval. 

1* Both houses finally passed constitutional aseadAent hill 
by two-thirds majorities — this size vote makes further 
parliamentary action unnecessary, avoids later 
parliamentary roadblocking effort. 

2. De Gaulle compromised 2 June by agreeing to parliamentary 
representation on committee which will work out details 
of revision before it is submitted to popular referendum. 

B. Be Gaulle's constitutional revision plans call for "effective 


DOS review(s) 
completed. 


separation" of legislative and executive powers. 

1. However, on 2 Jane he explicitly rejected idea previeasly 
attributed to him of favoring US-type presidency. He 
will leave executive responsibility to parliament. 

C. De Gaulle also moving swiftly on Rorth Africa. 

1 . Personal letters to Tunisian President Bourguiba and 

lor ocean ling Mohammed express desire for friendly 

relations, set tone of his approach to them. 
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2. H* plans flying trip to Algiers .^where pro-D* 6*all« **** 
sad extremist coloss already are at odds over see govt. 


3. Koalas t ion of tough Socialist «a* L*Jm* as Minister 


ter Alger ia~Sahara any help ease tension there. 


25X1 

4. 




25X1 


(a) 


D# Gaulle envisages a federation of African 


states < Algeria and equatorial territories) with 


seat of govt is Algiers. 

<b) Embassy has report* he say sooa hold black African 
"round table" to aanomnce autonomy for these 
territories and to consider form of tfcoir link to 

fraaee. 

{c) rr»*oh uaion "round table"— inviting Morocco, Tunica 
former Associated States of Indochina— msy also 
he is the cards. 

II. Pe Gaulle* s new eabinet-already target of rightist critieism- 
reflects his effort to line up broader support for investiture 
and his intention to dominate key ministries. 

A. All non-extremist groups except bitterly hostile Meadesist 

Radicals are represeated in cabinet, and major groape <exe« pt 


Radicals) are also represented on small 

1 , inner cabinet <4 Minister of State) 

Socialist Guy Mallet 

Popular Republican Pierre Fflial in 

Independent Louis Jacguinot 


"inner cabinet." 
includes 


Democratic Resistance Union affiliate Felix aouphoaet- 
Moigmy, a native Rest A fries with psst cabinet experience. 
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2. Finance Sinister Finny presumably Wtt *d * lso r,st ®* 
inner eirele stealing. 

3. d« Gaulle is acting n» sen Defense Minister. 

(a) Since no military appelated to cabinet, this nay bf 

only say to ensure healing breach between Paris 
and army in Algeria. 

<b> Selection of atesiic MSB'S* eapert Guillaumat as 

Deputy Defease Minister probably foreehadoes dries 
to sake France foartb nuclear weapons power as 
soon as possible. 

4. Choice of non-political figures for key posts of Foreign 
Minis try and Interior Ministry suggests Be Gaulle’s 
intention to keep policy reins firnly in hand in these 

sphere# . 

<s) However , choice of Gout# da aarville, amtomssader te 
g«xa and formerly to Washington, seems also desir* 
to reassure major capitals on score of French alliances 
(b) De Gaulle nay aspect Minister of Interior Bail* 

Pelletier, fornerly Paris civil prefect, to fee mae-r 
loyal to rhgine than a politician would, and to bo 
More capable of coping with civil disorder. 

5. only two "Gaullists" in cabinet are not in key posts: 


Minister of 


Senator Michel Betet 


Secretary of State for Information - rightist author 
Andre Malraua. 

6. De Gaulle has "bridge of labor" via Hoi let (to tha ***** 
Oovriare) and via Popular Republican Minister of Liibot 
Paul Bacon (to the Christian Labor Federation) . 
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IIX, Be forvifa policies still not precise. 

] 

25X1 h. Ee BAT0-~ | | Pc Gaulle realises it mmmt live with :.t , j 

bst sill insist on greeter Preach share la planning. 

8, Re Saropean integration— • favors 25Xl 

H European connuaity tollt around France” rather than one In 
which France is equal partner. 

1, Preach ttnlsfs that precar ices financial position way rr 
their iapleneata t ion of Common Market could serve De Ga i^le 
as ueuic for stalling If not pulling wat. 

IP. Leftist opposition to De Gaulle not yet crystallised. 

A. C os-un iats, despite meh frothing at south, failed to go all 
oat in deaons trat ions, and have not celled general strike. 

1. Deterred by cautions Moscow approach to Be Gaulle. 

2. Can’t afford to net without cooperation of free trade j 

anions, who refused unity of action during crisis. 

B. Serious split in Socialists over De Gaulle found sijoritjr 
voting against Mullet’s reco—neadation. These, together with 
Mendes-Piranco Radicals, could fern nucleus of future effort 
to fora Popular Front unless Be Gaulle can neve swiftly 

to resolve najor prcBtoas . 

| 

Berth Africa 

Y. In Algeria Junta leaders dissatisfied with couposltion and possible 
policies Be Gaulle govt. 

A. Unhappy over extent Be Gaulle c onpremises with "region of 
parties" and especially over Pf Heflin’s inclusion in new 

! 

43 A Id JLlItt'f* m 
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Also grMtljr concerns*) tkit So Otslle envisage* federal 


status for Jforth Africa, possibly even negotiations with 1X3 1 

rebels. 

1. Algiers leaders, especially local Europeans, bitterly 

oppose such •ttonoijr; their avowed new willingness cone vie j 
Mosless full Integration conditioned on Maintenance j 

strongly centralised french state. 

2. Aner lean consul general in Algiers says this Integra tie a 
for which Sous telle princlpe 1 proponed program now in 
complete iseemdaacy there. Says local pressures for 
"ambitious” french Algerian policy and against any 
negotiations with fU now so strong be doubts whether iten 

I 

Pe Gaulle can ove rco me them. j 

l 

2. However , erwy leaders in Algeria, who tore recently 
tightened their control over civilian aAtlnistratien 
throughout area, unlikely openly to oppose any pe Semite 
pAlcies for present. ; 

4. For moment military apparently going along with civilltt | 


plans to psrpetuate public safety eomsittees and continue 
demonstrations to maintain pressure on Paris. 


5. Put army relieved its insurrection in effect "legitimised" 
by De Gaulle* e coming to power^ tug would probably rl th- 
draw completely from any overt assodbtion such pressus* 
tactics on word from De Gaulle. 

6. Local civilian extremists will die barder, nay f carnet 
some disorders. However, their potential i ties limits') 
in absence army support. 
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C. Moslem participation in organlaeC da— tratlonr, hallinp 

French Algeria” cootinning bnt thin ntiU purely nurfn.* 
deeelhp— nt . Connul general belt.*., no funds— ut.l chnngo 
of attitude on part of Bonin— and that they eertelnly not 
suddenly regarding aelres an Fra nc ban n an Junta clain. 

B. *M, nhim appamtlT so— nhat hopeful that Do Oaulle *111 

ranch acco— odatlon with then, *111 el— et certainly oontiaae 
war til right to independence at leant implicitly recognised. 


25X1 



runiela and Morocco 


Tl. Tonis and Rabat hopeful Be Gaulle’s a occasion to power — y 1— J to 
resolution of erlnln, yet still fearful Algiers .Hilary -y 
itt—pt to rwccopy their countries a 

A. Situation in southern Tunisia* w! »r« thro© clashes feet**©* 
French and Tunisian military hare occurred in past ton d*j9, 

•till explosive. 

B. Tunisia pressing for Security Council hearing. 

C. Tunis is ns considering new French offer to regroup and 
progressively evacuate son* troops, hut object to prolong* t 
t ime table and French deadline of 1 duly for completion 
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D. Situation ia Morocco so st acute in eastern border area 
where Algerian refugees, rebel units* French military 
and reinforced Moroccan Military coexist. 
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